
The coffee pot is always on!  
     Growing up on a farm near Beresford, SD, we never had to wonder what mattered. Each of us 
was important to each other, and each of us mattered. We spent time with each other, worked  
and played outside, played board games, and always ate our meals together. We were loved!   
     I was blessed to have two loving parents, a sister, brother, and four loving grandparents who 
lived long into my adult life. In fact, we didn’t experience death in our family until I was in my 
twenties. It wasn’t until my paternal grandfather passed away that we learned how to live with a 
void in what we knew as the family norm. Because of this very consistent family life in which we 
lived, we supported each other. We celebrated all holidays and family celebrations together. Most 
often, all four grandparents were included in each celebration. We celebrated Christmas, Easter, 
and Thanksgiving at each grandparents’ home, building and carrying on family traditions. We knew 
we were loved. We were loved by our family, our neighbors, our community, and our church family.   
     Yes, we had a very traditional upbringing, sometimes a little naïve to the social norms around 
us, but we were never exclusive. Everyone was welcome! Over the years, we have stories of  
visitors and friends who shared in our celebrations and the food at our table. From the  
beginning, we were taught to build relationships, care for each other, invite everyone to join  
us at the table, and cherish the memories. The coffee pot was always on!  
     It’s not much different at the Minnesota United Methodist Foundation. Every day I rely on the 
deep-rooted tradition of building relationships and the love I have for people. Although meeting 
in person has been paused for the moment, I look forward to times when I can again have a cup 
of coffiee with one of our pastors, or I meet a church member for coffee in a town of which I am 
traveling. During these visits, we learn from our Methodist United Methodist Family, recognize 
how the ministries have changed lives, and share stories of why we are deeply rooted in spreading 
the good news of the holy spirit.
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    The Minnesota United Methodist Builders has a rich history of assisting churches with capital 
needs by providing grants and loans. Recently, the MnUM Builders Board voted to turn over the 
management of the organization to the Minnesota UM Foundation. 
     Dan Johnson, Twin Cities District Superintendent, recognizes the “strong vision and impact” 
of the MnUM Builders for the past 132 years and says this of the change, “The assets, dreams 
and administration of this key Twin Cities District resource are now transferred to The Minne-
sota United Methodist Foundation. We stand on the shoulders of many dedicated souls and are 
excited about our Wesleyan work and witness that can grow through this new partnership. I 
celebrate the leadership of our Builders Board and the Stewardship of our Foundation Board as 
we walk this new path together!” 
     Phil Griffin, Board President, agrees, “For over a century, the Minnesota United Methodist 
Builders and its predecessors have been engaged with you and previous generations in vital work 
to raise funds for buildings and renovations of sacred spaces for worship and our missions. I am 
excited to seize this opportunity to combine the assets of the Builders and work with the 
Minnesota Foundation.”

Camping ministry has long  
provided a place apart from busy 
lives where faith, love, and friend-
ships grow. Numerous individuals 
point to camp as a significant 
part of their faith story. Our 
Dakotas-Minnesota camping 
ministry was hit especially hard 
this year, as summer operations 
were suspended because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. While sus-
pension of our 2020 camps was 
the right decision, our sites are 
struggling financially with the loss 
of ministry this spring and sum-
mer. Each campsite’s operational 
costs are funded nearly 100% by 
camper and guest group fees. The 
loss of revenue this summer has 
significantly impacted the finan-
cial health and the ability of your 
camps to do ministry. 

The Foundation is proud to sup-
port the camping program this 
year by underwriting an appeal 
to bring in much-needed funds to 
help close the deficit caused by 
the pandemic. So far, this appeal 
has brought in over $70,000 to 
help the Dakotas-Minnesota area 
camps fill the financial gap. Send-
ing children, youth, and adults 
to a fun-filled, Christ-centered, 
and life-changing time at camp 
is an investment in not only their 
lives, but the future of the United 
Methodist Church. If you would 
like to support Minnesota Unit-
ed Methodist Camps during this 
difficult year, please donate online 
or send a check to our office.

Camp Partnership

     Over the past few months COVID-19 has undoubtedly curtailed 
my ability to have face-to-face meetings, and the opportunities to 
meet in-person for coffee are limited. But that doesn’t mean we 
couldn’t enjoy a cup of coffee by ZOOM. If you’d like to learn more 
about the Foundation and hear how we can help your church turn 
money into ministry, contact me at sheri.meister@dkmnmf.org, and 
we’ll set up a time for ZOOM call. Even in these unprecedented 
times, the coffee pot is always on!  

Together in Ministry,
  Sheri Meister 
  Executive Director

MN UM Builders Partnership

     The Foundation is thankful to past, and present Builders board 
members and its faithful donors for their commitment to support-
ing churches. We will continue to honor this mission and legacy  
as we work to expand the Minnesota UM Builders’ reach. More  
information on this transition and how to join the MnUM Builders 
can be found on our website: www.mnumf.org.
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info@mnumf.org

612-230-3337
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Stock Gifts

To take advantage of a tax deduction this year, stock transfers must be  
completed by December 31st. Due to the higher volume of requests in 
December, stock transfer forms must be received in the MNUMF office by 
December 15th to assure the transaction is completed by year-end.

Please don’t hesitate to contact our office if you have any questions or 
would like additional information. 

*If you ha*If you have ve information regarding stock gifts on your church’s website, please  information regarding stock gifts on your church’s website, please  
replace it with this updated information and Wespath stock transfer form.replace it with this updated information and Wespath stock transfer form.

Donor Relations
We will walk aside you as you cultivate donors and identify potential revenue 
sources in your church. 

Presentations
The Foundation partners with the Conference Treasurer’s Office to offer 
workshops and seminars on church finance and the generosity journey. 

Building Ministry
Our priority is to work with churches and the annual conference to develop 
resources that empower donors and church leaders to discover untapped 
opportunities in growing ministries to carry out their mission. We are here 
to come alongside our churches as they turn money into ministry and impact 
the lives of people in their churches and local communities.

Services You can count on

Earlier this year, the Foundation Board of Directors voted to  
move our investments to Wespath Institutional Investments  
(WII). WII has a proven record of solid returns with a well-diversified portfolio of nearly $25 
billion. Many of you may recognize Wespath as the pension and benefits arm for our clergy. For 
over 110 years Wespath has been a subsidiary of The United Methodist Church honoring the 
social principles of the UMC and the clients they serve are 100% not-for-profit, faith-based 
investors. During the past 13 years, Wespath has consistently outperformed Wisconsin UMF’s 
investment earnings. What does this mean for you? Simplified investment options, no more 
withdrawal deadlines and direct communication with the Minnesota Foundation.
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Move to Wespath

Gifts of stock are a wonderful way to support ministry and many people across the Conference 
continue to donate stock to their local churches despite this challenging year. The Minnesota UM 
Foundation offers assistance with stock transfer gifts as a service to our churches.

As we look ahead toward the end of the year, we want to remind you of the new procedure  
in place to transfer stock. With the move of our portfolio to Wespath in April we are no longer 
working with the Wisconsin UM Foundation or Baird Financial. Stock transfers are now  Stock transfers are now  
handled by the Minnesota UM Foundation office and processed through Wespath Institutional handled by the Minnesota UM Foundation office and processed through Wespath Institutional 
InvestmentsInvestments. Baird has continued to process stock transfers in the interim for a $25 fee, but this 
service will end soon.

The Wespath Stock Transfer form along with instructions can be found in the Forms tab on our 
website: www.mnumf.org. Or contact Diane Weller via phone or email to have a form sent to you. 
We’re also happy to work directly with donors and/or financial advisors. 

Wespath 3rd Quarter Portfolio Summary
Account Summary Market Value 1 month 3 month Since 3/2/2020
Balanced Fund $17,114,956.34 -1.60% 5.70% 7.20%
Fixed Income Fund $1,568,378.45 -0.05% 2.30% 1.50%
Growth Fund $17,543,878.27 -1.60% 6.50% 7.20%

$36,227,213.06


