
Ministry is at the heart of everything we do at the Foundation. It centers us. Throughout 
the last year, I would hear, “We are all in the same storm,” as we live through the continuing 
coronavirus pandemic, concerns about the state of our denomination, disruptions in what is 
familiar, and the uncertainty of what we may face next. Yes, these are troubling times. But 
we are all in different boats battling this all too familiar storm. The loyalty you have shown 
through your support of the Foundation is a reminder that we are not alone. Through these 
unprecedented times, you did not waver from your concern for the ministry the Foundation 
supports. Thank you for helping those we serve to weather the uncertainty of this storm by 
sharing your generosity.

Although we do not know what the future holds, our love for Jesus and our faith in the Holy 
Spirit are our guiding light. This past year, we’ve tried to navigate the uncertainty of almost 
everything. Yet, through it all, Jesus’ love has allowed us to stay true to our purpose: To culti-
vate and secure resources for churches and ministries of the Minnesota Annual Conference by 
developing relationships with a community of donors who embrace the value of changing lives 
and seeking the love of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

Reviewing our purpose reminds me of the tall order in front of us. A tall order, yes, but what 
an opportunity! Investing in the Foundation is a unique opportunity to encourage ministry to 
congregations, pastors, and individuals across the Conference. What is calling you? The 
Foundation is responding to God’s call to each of us to join into 
ministry and service. That call may look different for everyone. 
We’ve asked for you to share your gifts with the Foundation 
through our calling, and you’ve responded. And for your love, 
concern, and blessings, we are grateful. Thank you so much for 
supporting the ministries across Minnesota in partnership with 
the Foundation. Together, we will help make miracles happen. 
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We have recently hired two new staff members to join our Foundation team. 

Seminary Scholarships
Grace and Peace,
  Sheri Meister 
  President/CEO

Welcome to our new staff

“I am truly grateful to be a 
recipient of the Grannis Martin 
Scholarship, this helps me out 
so much and if I had 10,000 

tongues, I wouldn’t be able to 
say thank you enough.” 

– Isiah Dennis,
 seminary student

Andrea Hult works part-time as our Administrative Assistant and Com-
mittee Coordinator. She is a nonprofit administration major at Dakota 
Wesleyan University where she is involved in Student Ministry Council, 
McGovern Engagement Group, and Junior Class President. Andrea in-
tered with the Dakotas Annual Conference last year and is currently do-
ing a work study for the Nonprofit Clergy Leadership Program at DWU.

Jill Apple joins us as the Associate Director of Foundation Relations. 
Before joining the Foundation, Jill worked as chief friend-raiser and 
fund-raiser for the Wesley Foundation at the University of Minnesota. 
She is very active at her church, Advent UMC in Eagan, MN, and sings in 
the Minnesota Chorale, the principal chorus on the Minnesota Orchestra. 
Jill and her husband, Scott, have two adult children, Max and K.K.

We are excited to welcome both Jill and Andrea to our Foundation team! 

This year the Minnesota Meth-
odist Foundation partnered with 
the Grannis Martin Scholarship 
Board to assist in administer-
ing their scholarship fund and 
streamlining this process for 
both the Scholarship Board and 
the applicants. We look forward 
to continuing this partnership 
and supporting future seminary 
students.

We feel blessed to be lifting up 
future leaders of the church as 
they follow their call to ministry. 
By joining together in awarding 
scholarships, we can simplify 
the application process, giving 
students more time to devote to 
their studies. If your church ad-
ministers a scholarship fund and 
you’d like to hear more about 
how the Foundation could assist 
you, please contact us. 
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This Quarter’s Topic: Building Relationships – Telling your Church Story

Over the past few years, our vision of building relationships, cultivating resources, embracing 
ministry has been our guiding light for the Foundation.

According to a 2016 study by the Indiana University Lilly School of Philanthropy, believing 
in the organization’s mission and believing their gift can make a difference, are the two top 
reasons people give to an organization. These two reasons are essential in planning for donor 
cultivation, but the third reason individuals give to a cause is because they experience personal 
satisfaction, enjoyment, or fulfillment. In other words, your organization, or in this case, your 
church, is making a difference in the lives of your parishioners, and they have been impacted in 
their faith journey. 

In this webinar, we will guide you in building these  
relationships to discover resources that will embrace the  
ministries of your church. 

Pastors, treasurers, finance committee members, and anyone 
interested in stewardship and generosity in the church are 
welcome to join. You can find the registration on our website: www.mnumf.org.

Financial Foundations Webinar

We have set up a post office box for incoming mail. Please use this mailing address for any items 
you are sending to the Foundation, especially checks, forms and other important documents:
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Our physical office address remains the same. 

Thank you for those who supported Rapha Tabernacle of Glory during the Spring 2021  
Builders Call. Rapha Tabernacle of Glory was awarded a grant of $4,700.

We’re also currently accepting applications for our 2022 Spring Builders Call. If your church 
is considering a project that will help provide a more welcoming space to connect with your 
congregation and your community, we invite you to apply! All Minnesota Methodist Churches 
are eligible.

More information on the revised process along with the application form can be found in the 
Forms tab on our website. In addition to Builders Calls, we also offer loans to churches for 
capital improvements or repairs. Please contact Diane Weller at diane.weller@dkmnmf.org or 
612-230-3337 if you have questions.

*For more information on Minnesota Builders East grants and loans, contact Brent Holmberg 
at brenth3514@earthlink.net or call 612-940-4303.

MN UM Builders Awards FAll Call

The Minnesota United Methodist Builders is excited to 
announce that Blooming Grove United Methodist Church in 
Medford, MN is the recipient of the Fall 2021 Builders Call. 
As a historic rural church, Blooming Grove UMC is working 
on making their church more handicap accessible by building 
an addition that will include ground level entryway with a 
lift, handicap friendly restrooms, and a space for meetings 
and small gatherings. A brochure regarding the project and 
how to donate was sent to all MN UM Builders members in 
early October. If you are not a MN UM Builders member and 
would like to receive Call information via mail or email, please 
sign up on our website at www.mnumf.org under Ways You 
Can Help.
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